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Lx)cal law enforcement bill gives
homosexu^s special status
By Robert H. Knight

enate M^ority Leader Tom
Daschle tried last week to

Iquash debate on Sen. Tfed
' Kennedy's proposed federal

"hate crimes" bill. The gambit per
fectly illusti-atedwhat these men are
trying to do to the whole country —
shut down discussion about homo
sexuality.

The brilliantly misnamed Local
Law Enforcement Enhancement Act
wouldvastly increase federal police
power — not that of the localcops.
The feds could rush in anywhere they
decided somethingis a "hate crime."

And what exactly constitutes a
hate crime?

Gary Glenn, president of the
American Family Association of
Michigan, gives this summary: "A
criminal who physically assaults a
pregnantmom, a smallchild,ora sen
ior citizen will be punished less se
verely than someone who attacks a
grown man, if that grown man en
gagesin homosexual behavior."

No wonder Messrs. Daschle and
Kennedy wanted to close the cur
tain and instruct the nation to "pay
no attention" to the giant red-faced
man pulling all tjie levers. Even a
cursorylook reveals stark absurdi
ties.

Do youthink rapeisa hatecrime?
Well, girdyour loins forthisone; Ata
Senate committee hearing, Mr.
Kennedy said that most rapes are not
hatecrimes,only theonesmotivated
by"gender bias." Thatmust becom
forting towomen whose attacker has
been a poUticaUy correctrapist.

T^eLocal Law Enforcement Actis
being sold as a crime-fighting tool
andcivil rights measure, butit is re
allyan old-fashioned federal power
grab. Chief Justice WilUam Rehn-
quist has warned ofa trend tow^d
federalizing crime and the growing
specter ofanational police force. The
Kennedy measure would putit allon
3 fdSt tTflCk

•^e bill is above all asop to ^ in
creasingly pampered special-inter
est group; homosexual activists.

^ong other things, itwould cre
ate a newfederalcivilright based on
sexual behavior. This is no small
change in the law. It would have the
effect ofrecasting traditional moral
ity as a form ofbigotry, andprovid
inglegal tools topriminalize thought
and speech that the government

deems "hateful." Liberals are already ?
blaming Christian conservatives for
everything fromMatthew Shepard's
murder to any mugging of a homo- •
sexual anywhere.

You don't have to connect too many
dots to arrive where Canada has

At a Senate committee
hearing, Mr. Kennedy said
tiiat most rapes are not
"iiate crimes," only the ones
mothiated by "gender bias."
That must be comforting to
women whose attaclter has
been apolitically correct
rapist

landedafter passinglotsofhate crime
laws. Canadian TV and radio broad
casters are forbidden to discuss ho
mosexuality in any but a positiveway,
lest they trigger "hate-motivated vi
olence." A man who took out an ad in
a Saskatchewan newspaper featur
ingBible versesabout homosexuality
was hauled before a human rights
commission and fined $4,500. So was
the publisher. Bothwere warnednot
to publishany more hate speech.

It'salreadyhappening inAmerica.
In San Francisco, the city council
passed a resolution in 1998 urging
local media not to accept ads that
featured people coming out of the
"gay" lifestyle through the grace of
(5)d. They said the ads would lead to
"hate violence." In Staten Island, New
York, cityofficials invoked NewYork's '
hate crimes law to force a billboard
company to take down a pastor's ad
that featured a Bible verse about ho
mosexuality.

Proponents of the federal hate
crimes law say it won't have any ef-.
feeton freedom ofspeech or religion.
If youbelievethat,youmightevenbe
lieve that some rapes are not really
hate crimes.
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